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the disruption of the Empire. But, because
such institutions had not been developed, the
authority of the Princes asserted itself in the
long run, and Germany disappeared from the
map for 200 years, to emerge as a strongly
centralised federal government.
The history of the United States is in one
sense a commentary on the dissolution of the
Holy Roman Empire. The thirteen states
which united to establish the Government of
the United States were originally independent ;
but the 150 years that have passed since
Washington was elected President have been
remarkable mainly for the growth of the federal
institutions. These have created national unity
where formerly reigned the spirit of local isola-
tion. How this change came about is examined
in some detail in Chapter III.
It is sufficient to say here that this develop-
ment was due, first to the increase of the power
of the federal executive resulting from the
control of the army, foreign policy, currency
and customs; secondly, to the growth of federal
institutions, especially the Supreme Court, the
Senate and the Chamber; and thirdly, to the
wide measure of internal autonomy reserved to
the states in matters which were not of com-